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12 Nov. 2012 
NAC Membership Meeting 
Mom & Pop’s 
331 Bayview Road 
Norfolk, VA  23503 
 
1. Club President, Doug Johnson, called the meeting to order at 7:02 
PM. 
 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Attendees:  8 of the 10 members of the board were present. 
 
President    Doug Johnson 
Treasurer    Ned Smith 
Secretary    Jack Ince 
Events Coordinator  Tom Hubert 
Asst. Events Coordinator  Nick Wright 
Guard    Ben Capps 
Member at Large   Carroll Howard 
Past President   John Brown 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report (from Treasurer, Ned Smith): 
 
 Wells Fargo checking account $  3,594.21 
 Wells Fargo savings account  $  4,750.01 
 Fidelity money market account $  2,566.11 
 
 Grand Total    $10,910.33 
 
5. Ned reported that the Ocean View Civic League Quarterly recognized 
NAC for the July head-boat trip we organized for kids. 
 
6.  2013 Dues: Ned reminded us about membership dues for 2013. He is 
ready to start collecting now: $35 for a family membership; $30 for a 
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single membership. He recounted all the good things that come with a 
membership: the awards banquet; the full social; club tournaments; and 
our monthly speakers. 
 
7.  Old Business: 
 

a. Multiple species tournament and cookout September 15: Doug 
presented Sandy Montagna a certificate for her tackle-busting 
catch of a 7-ounce spot. 

b. Doug thanked Sandy and Lucian Montagna for graciously hosting 
our fall social. 

c. Doug reminded us that the club striper tournament for this 
weekend has been canceled. 

 
8.  New Business: Citations and Awards Banquet 
 
Events Coordinator, Tom Hubert, asked that members get their citations 
in to him so they can be considered for recognition at the awards 
banquet on February 11. Banquet will probably be at Mom and Pop’s  
Citations can be earned for catches through 31 December. Citations 
must be no later than the regular January meeting.  Also, Tom needs 
several volunteers to serve on a committee to review the entries. 
 
9.  Veterans’ Day:  Lucian led a round of applause in honor of our NAC 
members who are veterans. 
 
10.  Fishing Reports: 
 

a. Lucian reported lots of big black sea bass at the Triangle. Also, lots 
of big blues, but few flounder. 

b. Tautog bite at CBBT: Several members had good luck limiting out 
on big togs near the 3rd island over the tube in 12 to 15 feet of 
water. No fiddler crabs are available now for bait, but green crabs 
are producing. 

c. Elizabeth River speckled trout: Several members reported 
outstanding action with many, large specs to 25”. Trolling, jigging, 
and casting with a variety of artificials were all productive 
techniques. 

 
11. Deep Drop Trip: NAC might be putting together a trip of maybe a 
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dozen anglers. Tell Doug if you're interested. 
 
12. Speaker/Subject of the Night: Herb Gordon on Wire Lining for 
Rockfish. 
 

a. Herb – a charter boat captain, a commercial fisherman, and a 
recreational fisherman – gave a great talk on his proven 
techniques. 

b. His talks focused on wire lining over the CBBT tubes and on the 
pilings. 

c. Wire line, not braid, is crucial because of line chafing on rocks and 
pilings. However, experience is important when using wire line – a 
bad backlash can easily result in putting a reel out of action for the 
day, and necessitating a spoolfull of new line. 

d. A strong current (greater than 1.2 knots) is important when wire 
lining over the tubes – less so when fishing the pilings. A NOAA 
site can forecast currents well, but the strongest current at the 1st 
island is just after high tide there. And the strongest current at the 
4th island is about 40 minutes later. 

e. Herb likes rough water.  Good fishing and less competition on the 
water. 

f. Rod and Reel: a Star Rod, DLX 4/0 W56, paired with a Penn 330 is 
a good combo. Once you use wire on the combo, don't change to 
braid or mono. The wire tends to make grooves in guides and 
rollers that will cut non wire line. 

g. Line, leader, and weights: 60-pound wire and 20 to 25 feet of 50-
pound mono leader on a large three-way swivel. Use a bead just 
before the three-way. Double overhand knot to make loop in wire.  
The drop to the sinker is the distance from the rod tip to the reel. 
Use 16-ounce (tide starting) to 20-ounce (tide strongest) weights.  
Use a double surgeon knot for sinker. 

h. Sinkers: get ready to lose a lot of them. Herb goes through 200 
pounds of lead per year 

i. Bait: Over the tubes, 1/4-ounce bucktail with a split tail grub. Along 
the pilings, the same or else the bucktail with a live eel. Tie bucktail 
with a loop knot for better action. 

j. Tube fishing: Start near an island in 20 to 25 feet of water. Troll 
toward the channel until you get to 50 to 55 feet. Stop trolling, 
circle back to the island, and start over. Fish on the up-current side 
of the tubes. Keep the current-side of the building on the island in 
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sight behind you so you stay just off the tubes (so the bait flutters 
onto the rocks). Pay attention to the bottom! Want sinker to just hit 
the bottom and then you pull it up some. Don’t drag the bottom.  
You’re constantly letting line out slowly, and pulling back some, as 
go from shallow to deep. If get hung up, circle back to try to 
retrieve only if no other boats are in the conga line. Else, break off 
and maintain course and speed. Helps to have leather gloves or 
leather brake on reel when letting line out.  Line burrs can be 
painful. 

k. Piling fishing: Again, stay up-current as go parallel to the roadway. 
Want the bait to hit the pilings.  If working two lines, keep one short 
to reach a piling and the other long to reach two pilings back.  
Once get a strike, be prepared to turn hard away from pilings to 
keep fish clear of pilings. 

l. Trolling speed and temperature: 2 to 3.2 knots good. 3.5 knots too 
fast. 48 degrees a good water temperature. 

m. Wire lining can be a lot of work and takes a lot of practice to be 
proficient.  Herb is always looking for experienced folks to take wire 
lining. 

  
13. Raffle Drawing 
 
14. President Johnson adjourned the meeting at 8:15 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jack Ince 
Secretary NAC 


